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2nd Youth Convention

2nd Youth Convention on Ecological Rights
Theme: Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
Dates: 1–3 November 2014
Venue: Indian Social Institute, Bangalore
Member Participant States
Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Gujarat, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal
Number of Youth Representatives
89 youth representing approx. 12000 youth and children from the
14 states in total

Charter for
Ecological Rights of
the Youth

We, the 89 youth and children, from
14 states in India, representing
about 12000 youth and children
state that:
Towards a clean, ecologically
balanced, healthy and resilient
environment for a balanced and
optimum physical, mental and
culture-friendly development,
we demand:
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‘DOs and DON’Ts’ during
the Convention
Mobiles to be switched off
Food and water not to be wasted
on the premises
Voices of the Youth rather than
that of the adult accompanying
the youth to be heard.

Additionally
Friendship Box
maintained for posting
letters/messages.

Demand

1

Mr Pranab Ranjan
Choudhary, Bhubaneswar &
Mr Eklavya Prasad, Patna
Resource persons to guide the
Youth during the 3 days on varied
topics; translations to be done by the
accompanying adults for the youth in
their respective languages; eventually
facilitate preparation of the Charter of
Demands on the last day.

Right to drink clean, safe water free from all forms of
contamination and toxic pollutants at all times and
in all places
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DAY 1
1st November 2014

Demand

2

Right to inhale fresh, clean air without any pollutants
and toxic gases

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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The Connect

A

head of the formal inauguration, a Steering Committee was formed. The 13 youth from
the member states selected were: Mahendra Singh, Dilip Kumar Mahanta, Narmada Prasad
Yadav, Niharika, Sireen, Tanuja Tople, Anjana Kashid, Pampa Gayen, Pinku Kanwar, Dhristi Mer,
Chanchal Kumari, Sabiha and Shaktivel.
(Note: Telengana came into formation after this program had been fixed in the initial stages of the
discussion and hence though there was a participant representative, there was no representation in
the Steering Committee.)

This only further endorsed the fact that this Convention was for the Youth, by the Youth and
of the Youth.
The Steering Committee had to take an overall ownership of the 3-day Youth Convention with
the responsibility of:
facilitating
coordinating
taking feedback/reviewing the programme and considering necessary changes during
the event.

A Welcome Prayer was followed
by a song and traditional dance
performance by the youth from
the host state of Karnataka.

Demand

3

Right to eat healthy, nutritious, uncontaminated,
pollutant-free food sourced from local ecosystems
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E

nergisingly motivating was the awesome surprise of an absolutely creative inauguration
with a vibrant resource person like Sandeep from Mysore performing the Zumba dance.
A performance that had not only the Youth magnetically attracted to the floor and swaying
to the rhythm of the songs but also the other senior leaders/officials from TDH and other
partner organizations. This awesome workout to great music immediately thawed the ice and
a realization seemed to set in on the combined power – all together, we the Youth are stronger
and can help cheer each other forward towards the theme of the workshop. Soon after,
everybody was geared to continue with the program.

Mr C J George, Regional Coordinator, South Asia welcomed the gathering and invited on stage two
youth representatives: Divya from Uttarakand and Rahul from West Bengal (both present at the
1st National Convention at Bhopal in May 2012) to take forward the Workshop.

Divya and Rahul made an appeal to the Youth:
“The planet has been catering to the needs of the
humans, but in turn, people everywhere have
overexploited our planet. We are worried about our
generation as we advance in age and the future
generation. With the kind of growing environmental
pollution and human exploitation of all the natural
resources that is going on, it is for us – the Youth –
to work together and protect the ecological balance
for a healthy, sound and sustainable environment.
This way we will be able to hand over the best to the
next generation.”

Demand

4

Right to access nature, open spaces and common
resources in their purest possible form

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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Brief, presented by Divya and Rahul on the 1st National Convention referred to as the
‘Bhopal Convention’ reads:

The Bhopal Convention Brief
The Bhopal Convention had a 13-State Youth Representation

T

he Youth also committed to form youth organizations in their states in order to understand
and act on different aspects of Ecological Rights according to the local situations.
Consequently there are state level youth networks, of which many are organized around tdh
partner organizations but many are from other NGOs as well.
“Our discussions were to understand ecology, the link between ecological balance and
imbalance and the impact on environment and our lives, the danger we are all heading for with
improper usage of the environment, the impact of development on the environment leading
to global warming and ozone depletion. It is then that we realized that for the security and
well-being of the future generation, we the Youth should commit to form Youth organizations
in our respective states to act on the different aspects of ecological rights.
We started by assigning certain tasks for each one of us to help protect the environment –
plantations, street plays and cleanliness drives. We submitted a Charter of Demands to the
Bhopal government and one at the Rio Summit (relating to demands for water conservation,
health and environment and ecological balance and development).

The present 2nd Youth Convention is organized in continuation of the Bhopal Convention to
consolidate and re-emphasise our demand for ecological rights. For example: We strongly
condemn the illegal mining in Chhattisgarh and unmonitored construction of so many dams
and their negative effects on ecology and human beings. We do not condemn development
but we want sustainable development that will not create an imbalance in ecology and not
destroy the environment due to depletion of the various natural resources that are absolutely
vital for all humanity.”

Demand

5

Right to participate in policy/decision-making
around matters that affect our environment and
ecological rights
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Mr C J George emphasized the importance of the 2nd Bengaluru Youth Convention as a way
forward for initiatives and action towards sustainable development. “The Constitution of
India provides us the Fundamental Rights to live a holistic life. And within these rights are the
Ecological Rights that are absolutely vital for society and every living being. It is disrespect
and abuse of ecology and environment by humankind that create problems of livelihoods,
cloud bursts, floods, droughts, etc., across India. In Delhi we are hit by climate change with,
for example, the increase in vehicles and so on.” He ended by stating, “It is time that each one
of us gives serious thought to the conservation of the environment and ecology and takes
responsibility for this.”
The inauguration was flagged off with a sapling being planted by the two Chief Guests,
Mr Suresh Heblikar and Mr T Mahesh, joined by Mr C J George, the Regional Director of tdh
along with a few youth members. This is symbolic of the efforts of the youth to promote
conservation of trees, forests and greening of the earth. On a lighter note but with a message
to protect the environment, the Youth introduced a game called Hariyali Idhar Udhar
(‘Greenery here and there’) that they had earlier played at the Bhopal Convention.

To ensure these Ecological Rights, we demand (from the state and others) the
following actions urgently:

Action

1

Curb vehicular pollution and traffic; control noise
pollution; promote sustainable and responsible
mining and industrialization with stringent
regulations and participation of youth in decisionmaking process; participatory monitor air, water
(surface and ground) and noise pollution from
industry and mining; facilitate functioning of youth
clubs through state pollution control board.

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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Voice of the Chief Guests
Mr T Mahesh Environmental Officer, Karnataka State Pollution Control Board
He emphasized on:
1st November 1956 was when the unification of Karnataka state took place. This day is
celebrated every year as ‘Kannada Rajyotsava’ day.
Proud that Youth from all over India have gathered in Bengaluru to discuss Environment,
Ecology and Sustainable Development
Practise the judicious usage of resources with concept of Recycle, Reduce and Reuse of
natural resources
Be alert and use eco-friendly products in the light of growing consumerism
Encourage composting, tree plantations without chemical/toxic fertilizers to prevent food,
air and environment pollution
Learn to manage and segregate waste – biodegradable waste, e-waste, plastic waste,
toxic waste.
Our traditional knowledge is rich in good practices for living without causing any
imbalance in ecology. The Youth should also involve their parents in all the above, leading
ultimately to an ethically and healthy co-existence with nature, the environment and
ecology. The long-term benefit is a safe future for the present day Youth to look forward to
today and tomorrow.

Mr Suresh Heblikar Environmentalist and Film Director
He planted a sapling in a pot and stated:
Today, development, to a large extent, looks only at profits; is not sensitive to people and does
not nurture nature. This becomes mal development and is causing:
Society to be market driven

ACTION

2

Ban privatization of common lands, parks, water
bodies to allow youth and children to have adequate
access to nature and open spaces. Ban transfer of
fertile agriculture land for other purposes.
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Need of the hour being luxury and comfort items
Change in consumption pattern leading to increase in various diseases and health problems
Neglect and abuse of our heritage of rich biodiversity. Western Ghats and Eastern Himalayas
are our largest biodiversity regions.
Introduce Environment as a subject in the school curriculum to sensitise the authorities as
well as the children.

A

ppreciating the contribution from both the Chief Guests, the next session was the
screening of a short documentary on the 1st Youth Convention, 2012 in Bhopal.

Going the round
The round of introductions to people and to the session took place with Kishore talking about
the Child Protection Policy of tdh. This policy called for respect for each other relating to
language used, gender, indigenous culture of each area, faith, caste, community, colour, and
being differently abled. Everybody should be treated equally.

Action

3

Safeguard rights of indigenous communities and their
youth and enhance access to the natural resources,
viz., forests, land and marine resources in their areas
and protect traditional livelihoods.

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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Mr Leo Saldanha Environment Support Group (ESG), Bangalore
He shared his 30-yrs of eventful lived-in stories of struggle on the environment issue:

‘Understanding the Ecosystem from the country’s perspective:
Current ecological and environment situation and perspectives’
He projected a few slides and also explained about the importance of grasslands (with the
help of a PPT – some slides follow):

ACTION

4

Ban chemical intensive agriculture; promote organic/
natural farming with easy access to organic inputs at
village level; provide farmer with minimum support
price and subsidy; promote conservation and use of
local seeds; support local production and processing;
encourage kitchen gardening in rural and urban
areas including in schools and anganwadis; promote
education on sustainable agriculture in schools
and incentivize youth to adopt agriculture-based
livelihoods.
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Humans today use the equivalent of 1.5 planet to
provide the resources we use and to absorb our waste.
Today it takes the earth 1 yr and 6 months to generate
the resources that we use in a year.
By 2030s we will need the equivalent of 2 earths to
support us.

Ecological Footprints
50 years ago most areas of the globe had more
resources than were consumed.
“How much nature do we have and how much do
we use?”
Is the planet large enough to keep up the demands
of humanity?
Now 86% people of the world live in countries with
huge ecological footprints.

Leo detailed the struggles of people for their land, their rights; major instances of fatal diseases
that have attacked many children since villages are used as garbage disposal dumping grounds
of metropolitan cities in the neighborhood. He spoke of the importance of grasslands/forests
in India and how fragile it is with varying factors like climate, soil, rain influencing its various
ecosystems. In India, the major natural inhabitants of the grasslands are trees, shrubs and herbs,

Action

5

Conserve and nurture forest, biodiversity; promote
indigenous species to provide youth a healthy
environment, better nutrition and access to nature
and wilderness for recreation and education.

DAY 1

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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and insects and birds. Grasslands/Forests contribute economically, ecologically and socially to all
of us on a large scale. Disturbances of any kind, especially due to human interventions can have
very irreversible losses on the natural inhabitants of grasslands and also on human life. In some
areas like Karnataka, the grasslands have come under the category of district Forests under the
1969 Karnataka Forest Rules. But despite this, here is the Press Release.

Press Release
By ESG: Bangalore: 29 June 2013
Report Submitted to Expert Committee Appointed by
National Green Tribunal
“Forfeiting Our Commons: A Case
for Protecting and Conserving
Challakere’s Amrit Mahal Kavals
as Livelihoods – Supporting,
Biodiversity-Rich
and
Ecologically-Sensitive Grassland
Ecosystems”. During the years
2009–2010, at least 10,000
acres of precious, biodiversityrich, grassland ecosystems,
protected for centuries as
Amrit Mahal Kavals - grazing
pastures in Challakere Taluk
of Chitradurga District, were
diverted by the then Deputy

ACTION

6

Commissioner of Chitradurga,
Karnataka to the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) to build and
test unmanned aerial vehicles
(drones); the Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre (BARC) for an
uranium enrichment facility;
the Indian Institute of Science
(IISC) to host a synchrotron (for
advanced scientific research),
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) for a satellite
centre, besides other industrial
and infrastructure projects.

Ensure provision of safe drinking water and
sanitation in educational and recreational facilities
and enable youth and children access to free flowing
clean rivers, lakes and other water bodies.
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He reiterates that in India, the forests harbour the richest source of biodiversity but the
richness of this diversity is not rated high. Wildlife surveys indicate that the Challakere Kavals
are a biodiversity hot spot. A ‘true grassland species’, the Great Indian Bustard is one of India's
iconic heaviest flying bird, and was found in several grasslands and forests. Today it is a rare
and critically endangered species – almost extinct with only about 200 or so birds.

Karnataka’s flagship Amrit Mahal breed of cattle grazing in this area is
recognized for their strength, endurance and speed. Reared from locally
available breeds during Vijayanagar era and later Mysore rulers, Amrit
Mahal cattle were used to move war-time rations and equipment like
cannons, besides being used in agricultural operations.

Grasslands are not considered to contribute to maintaining ecological balance and instead
treated as wasteland, and exploited for agriculture, industry, irrigation schemes, and roadways.

Action

7

Facilitate youth participation in planning of
water resources and sanitation development with
Panchayat and line departments; make water
harvesting in rural and urban areas mandatory and
promote soil moisture conservation and watershed
management.

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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After a short tea break, the participants resumed the sessions with a Game.

ACTION

8

Ban on plastic: “Say YES to Paper, Say NO to Plastic”
in campaign mode with youth; curb all kinds of
pollution of air, water, noise and food and hazardous
waste dumping like that of e-waste in habitations of
the poor and on common land.
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Then followed the reflections of the 14 State Youth Networks. They reviewed their efforts
during the previous one year on ecological sustainability – meeting the needs of the
present generation, without hindering future generations from being able to meet their
needs. There was creative sharing and exchanging through exhibition stalls, videos, power
point presentations, mime, drama, theatre, folk art and dance and cultural events. Some
activities are given below:
Chhattisgarh

Play was on land acquisition.

Delhi

Video highlighted the problems of traffic congestion, waste, water scarcity,
pollution, lack of trees and birds, factories replacing forests and plantations.

Gujarat

Water crisis projected in a video.

Karnataka

Mime started with ecological threats like pollution to air and water caused
by human beings on the environment, leading to even health hazards.
Showed the alternatives to ecological balance using more of public
transport rather than individual motor vehicles; segregation of waste as
biodegradable and non biodegradable, and so on.

Madhya
Pradesh

Mime represented the theme ‘River is dead’. They also referred to the
Bhopal Gas tragedy.There was also mapping of problems and initiatives;
signature campaigns regarding clearing of garbage; street play.

Maharashtra

Presented the challenges of solid waste management in urban areas;
impact of climate change on the Nomads of western Maharashtra;
pollution by sugarcane factories; constructing dams leading to shrinking
grasslands and grazing land; displacement of people and their livelihoods
and the Farmers suicide in Vidarbha region. Some youth in Pune
are keenly participating in the awareness generation on solid waste
management, while some are opposing the pollution by the factories.

Odisha

Song on the rampage on environment – deforestation, building of dams,
illegal mining, use of chemical pesticides, overuse and waste of natural
resources resulting in floods, air/water/land/sound pollution, forest fires,
storms, cyclone (recent HUDHUD cyclone).

Action

9

Prepare youth and children to address disaster – before,
during and after – with better preparedness and
adaptation skills.

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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Rajasthan

Song & drama on issues of mining, water, land, climate change.

Tamil Nadu

Tamil Sangam Literature claims TN has 5 geographical landscapes:
Mullai (Forest Region), Neidhal (Coastal Region), Pallai (Desert Region),
Marudham (Agricultural Land) and Kurunji (Mountainous Region).
Ecoyouth Tamil Nadu’s street play enacted the ecological destructions
in these local regions and the urgency to restore traditional conservation
practices. In the name of development, indigenous knowledge, culture
and traditional practices are displaced by aggressive exploitative
commercial chemical intensive farming by rich and powerful
agencies (symbolised by the Eagle in the play) who ultimately destroy
sustainability of the land and agriculture.

Telangana &
Andhra Pradesh

“Niti Pramanam”, the play enacted, is an overview of the grim future
awaiting us. The Goddess of Justice bars the Farmer from having access
to any of the natural resources since he has been feeding the soil with so
much of chemical fertilizers and polluting the water resources. Realizing
his mistake the Farmer promises to conserve environment. Mother Nature
believes him and is willing to give him a second chance.

Uttarakhand

Play on issues like floods, jungle depletion, reduction of animal population,
forest fire; songs on child rights.

Uttar Pradesh

Skit was in support of organic farming, not disposing garbage into River
Ganga, and rejecting growing of menthol (water intensive); reducing
sound pollution.

West Bengal

Discussion on how human beings are exploiters of the natural resources
and use them recklessly.

ACTION

10

Introduce more and relevant ecological subjects in
the school curricula.
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T-Shirt painting was facilitated by Shruti from Centre for Environment
Education.
The Youth went into groups of 7 in full blast for this lively and creative painting session.

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow

DAY 2
2nd November 2014
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Chanchal from Delhi and Mahendra Singh from Uttarakhand made a good
presentation of the previous day’s proceedings.

Giving a fitting beat to the start of the second day, Sandeep the Zumba dancer got
everybody on their feet swaying away to a fast dance.

TDH’s Strategic Goals on Ecological Rights,
Youth Participation and Protection from Violence for
2013 to 2018
This was presented by Reshma from Gwalior, with Ms Ingrid Mendonca, Deputy Regional
Coordinator, South Asia facilitating the session. Reshma was the Youth Delegate at the Delegate
Conference from 4 to 6 October 2013 at Germany. Reshma talked about the International Youth
Network of TDH and their various initiatives. She presented the 3 strategic goals:

Participation by children and youth

GOAL

1

GOAL

2

GOAL

3

S

Children and young people must become actors through empowerment, and
call for and respect child rights for themselves and others. They must actively
contribute to shape their surroundings, policies, programmes, projects with the
participating organisations in the society they live in.

Spaces free from violence and exploitation
Children and youth must become resilient and should have safe, reliable, and
sustainable living spaces in which they are free from exploitation and violence.

Ecological Child Rights
The necessity of an intact natural environment for the welfare of children is
generally recognised. Children, youth and their communities must be supported
in their efforts to protect and strengthen their natural environment.

he shared her experiences at the Delegate Conference and made a PPT presentation on her
visit to Germany: to the Museum, School; meeting with the Youth Group; work on the TDH
objectives; celebration of global action months (GAMs); membership in the international youth
network; suggestion to form national youth network with minimum of 2 members from each
state and an equal representation of girls and boys.
She mentioned how membership in the international youth network should follow the
formation of the national youth network. In this way, issues such as child rights including
ecological rights; safe city and protection from violence; say ‘no’ to child labour; access to
education; participation of youth and right to play are initially addressed locally.

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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Market place

E

ach member state stall in the exhibition arena put up exhibits in the form of posters, handicraft
items, organic products free from chemical fertilizers and other toxins, newspaper cuttings,
documented interviews and so on. This helped in a healthy exchange and sharing of respective
state strategies, initiatives, achievements, key issues and challenges when representatives from
other states visited them.
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‘Identifying Common issues from the State Presentations’:
Mr Pranab Ranjan Choudary

Youth Eco-Brigade: Green initiatives
Institutionalization
 Youth Groups and Networks
Raising Awareness.
 Street Plays, Signature Campaign,
Posters, Protests/Rallies, Observation
of days.

Creating Examples
 Tree planting Seed conservation, River
Protection.
Influencing Policy/Demanding Action

Role of Youth
Institutionalization
 Consolidation, Networking &
Expansion
Raising Awareness
 Among ourselves and among others
Creating Examples
 Demonstrating solutions

Influencing Policy/Demanding Action
 Policy to ensure our Ecological Rights
 Better implementation of Existing
Policies
 Cooperation from our teachers,
parents, elders

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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Post lunch session on ‘Wildlife & Biodiversity – role, threat and conservation’

Mr Kathikeyan Senior Naturalist of Jungle Lodges Resorts

He reiterated the disappearance of a vast variety of birds, reptiles, animals, evergreen and
deciduous forests, flora and fauna – all fast diminishing in population due to ecological
imbalances created by unethical human disturbances and climate change resulting in forest
fragmentation and extinction of flora and fauna. But nothing could be better if we live in
harmony with nature. He showed some beautiful pictures of nature much to the excitement of
the youth. They were very surprised to learn about the richness of biodiversity in India.
He referred to India’s 3 biodiversity hotspots – the Himalayas, the Western Ghats and the
Indo-Burma area.
Once again, this was followed by the Zumba dance led by Sandeep.

The group wise input sessions that followed:
Alternative Energy by Swarnamayee Aheibam of CEE
Organic Farming by P Srinivas of SOIL
Water – Rights, Scarcity, Pollutions by Eklavya Prasad
Waste Management (Vermicomposting, waste segregation, water, soil management,
ways to reduce and reuse, e-waste by Santosh of Daily Dump
The 4 resource persons were each gifted with a plant sapling.
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Mr P Srinivas Activist working on rebuilding soil health

Organic Farming Principles & Practices
Most of the farm-related activities practised
in Traditional Farming Systems are now the
Foundations of ORGANIC FARMING (OF)
SYSTEMS.
Organic – Sustainable – Biodynamic –
Ecological – Permaculture – Natural, etc.
all these systems were developed by
farmers as alternatives to Chemical oriented
Conventional Agriculture.
The practices in these systems are different.
But the GOAL of all these alternative systems
to Chemical Agriculture is to Rebuild Soil
Health
Forest is the model for OF because
of diversified plants & birds – insects
population
Farm eco-system will be developed in OF
system
No chemicals required

No demand for water
OF is stable & sustainable
Guarantees livelihood
Reduces production cost
Provides nutritious food to HUMANS –
DOMESTIC ANIMALS – SOIL

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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Why Organic Farming Now?
We need the Organic Farming
system to . . . . .

Address the nutritional insecurity among
children and women

Improve soil health

Create employment in the villages

Increase ground water level

Stop migration of village youth

Green the drying and drying lands
Increase biomass in the communities

Create more livelihood options among
ruralites based on farming and value
addition

Revive our traditional and native sowing
seeds

Protect other communities depending on
farming sector

Involve women in farming and gardening

Create a healthy society

Increase the population of farm animals

The Youth observed that:
Traditional food crops like millet and jowar are not given importance in the
present chemical farming systems
Livestock is decreasing in rural areas
Shortage of water
Ground water depletion in the soil due to loss of absorption capacity of rain water.
Srinivas also stressed on:
Soil Nutrition and Security. The soil too, like humans, needs rejuvenation and
nutrition from time to time. But in recent times, with heavy input of chemical
fertilisers, the quality of soil is depleting.
No proper methodology to conserve and sustain rain water harvesting
Decrease in Fodder is the reason why less of livestock
Currently, multi cropping is taken over by mono cropping.
OF can address all the above in a systematic and scientific-approach.

28
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In the last session of the second day, the Logo for the Youth Convention was selected.
It is this logo among the 4 that received the majority of 40 votes out of 89.

Youth for Ecological Change

DAY 2

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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The session on Plan of Action towards preparing the Charter of Demands for
Ecological Rights was facilitated by Pranab Choudhary. The following specific issues
were identified:

Ecological Issues around Water
Common Issues
 Water scarcity : for agriculture, for
drinking.
 Unsafe for drinking – salinity, arsenic,
fluoride.

Implications

Specific Issues
 Plastic pollutants choking water bodies
(WB).
 Ground water depletion (Maharashtra,
Rajasthan).

Actions
 Implementing watershed
development.
 Promoting sanitation and safe
drinking water.
 Public hearing on safe drinking
water and sanitation.

 Health.
Solutions
 Water harvesting.

Ecological Issues around Agriculture
Common Issues
 Excess and skewed usage of chemical
fertilizers.
 Excess use of pesticides.
Specific Issues
 Man-Animal Conflict (Gujarat,
Uttarakhand).
 Salinity (Gujarat).
 Resource mining and exploitation by
Progressive Farmers (AP).
 Introduction of transgenic plants –
Bt Brinjal (TN).
Implications
 On farmers (Credit-SuicideMaharashtra; Health, Migration-UK).

 On soil fertility.
 On food.
 On biodiversity (birds, flora,
microbial).
 Selling off land.
 Change in crop/cropping pattern.
 On children – education, labour
(Gujarat, UK).
Solutions
 Organic inputs, water-saving crops.
Actions
 Composting, biopesticides, organic
farming.
 Awareness measures.
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Ecological Issues around
Forest and Biodiversity
Common Issues
 Deforestation.

Solutions

 Loss of Biodiversity.

Actions
 Biodiversity Conservation – Medicinal
Plants.
 Tree planting.

Specific Issues
 Man-Animal Conflict (Gujarat, UK).
Implications

 Planting trees.

 Desertification (Rajasthan).

Ecological Issues around
Industrialization and Mining
Common Issues
 Industrial pollution- expanding
industrialization at the cost of other
production systems – agriculture,
forestry, grasslands.
Specific Issues
 Bhopal Gas tragedy – MP.

Solutions

 Stone mining in Rajasthan.
Implications
 Air pollution and health hazards.
 Limited benefits to local community.

 Street plays for awareness generation

 Loss of land and local livelihoods.

 Youth participation in decision making

procedure during land acquisition.
 Strengthening GramSabhas.
 Proper management of industrial waste,
mining and solid waste.
Actions
among the communities.
 Tree plantation in the affected area.
 Prohibiting use of plastics and
promoting alternatives like paper bags.

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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Ecological Issues around Disaster
Common Issues

Solutions

 Increasing frequency of drought.

 Balance and ecology centric
development in the areas like
mountain, sea sores and ecological
hotspots.
Actions
 Awareness about the exploitation of
the ecology.
 Efficient early warning system.

Specific Issues
 Cyclones in Odisha spreading to
non-traditional areas.
 Floods in off-seasons in Odisha.
 Earthquakes.
Implications
 Loss to life and livelihoods.
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The evening ended with a cultural programme by the Youth Groups.

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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DAY 3
3rd November 2014

Day 3 started with a recap of the proceedings of Day 2; some interactive games and the Zumba
dance took place.

Pranab Choudhury facilitated this session on preparing the Charter of Demands. It was an
open house with the voices of all the state representatives being heard.
Consolidating the comments, the Charter of Demands was finalized.
This document has three sections:
Preamble: putting forth the context of the demand
Demands: consolidated demands by each state youth group
Duties: binding in order to enjoy the Ecological Rights.
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The valedictory function saw Dr N Nagambika Devi, IAS, Principal Secretary to the Government
of Karnataka,Youth Empowerment and Sports Department come in as Chief Guest. Youth
representatives shared the 3-day proceedings, and also briefed her about the 1st Bhopal Youth
Convention.
The empowering Charter of Demands advocating for Ecological Rights was presented by the
Youth to the guest. Dr N Nagambika Devi was keen to understand the demands and what
constraints the Youth faced. She advocated streamlining environment in the school syllabus.
Then came the exciting unanimous consent for the slogan of the logo of the Youth Network:
‘YOUTH FOR ECOLOGICAL RIGHTS’.
The last session in the hall at ISI was the Feedback. There was an unanimous feeling of each
one clamouring to say how much they had felt:
Language is not a barrier
Wanting transparency in activities/funds
Felt like responsible citizens
Learnt new methods in sustaining environment development
Stimulated and no longer isolated in their work.
But there was a slow greyness setting in since departure time for all to return to their home was
advancing after the Awareness March that followed.

Ecological Rights for Today and Tomorrow
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Awareness Walk

A

fter lunch the excitement was contagious. All assembled and got ready to head for
Cubbon Park for a game, Freedom Park where face painting was organised and then
the silent AWARENESS WALK to the Town Hall, wearing T-shirts painted during the first day’s
activities session and carrying vibrantly coloured posters and banners.
The clarion call from the Youth for sustainable development and ecological balance and
justice is the sincerity with which these goals are pursued.

COMMUNITY AWARENESS RESEARCH EDUCATION TRUST (CARE-T)
Service to Earth

LIFE CARE TRUST (LIFE)

Supported by:

terre des homme
Help for Children in Distress

For private circulation only

Human Education and Action for Liberation Movement (HEAL)
#22C, Scott Nagar, Near Scott Christian College
Nagercoil – 629 003. Kanyakumari District, Tamilnadu, South India

Knowledge partner

CEE

Centre for Environment Education
CEE Karnataka
Kamala Mansion, II Floor, 143, Infantry Road
Bengaluru – 560 001. Karnataka, India

2

nd

Youth Convention
on
Ecological Rights

Today & Tomorrow

1–3 November 2014, Bengaluru

